












POINT OF VIEW 

and the Vatican. But the consequence of this has been that the negotiations have been 
conducted almost exclusively between Prigione and the President, and now, with the 
personal representative of the President, Agustín Téllez Cruces. But the Mexican hierar­
chy seems to feel more enthusiasm for constitutional reforms than for establishing 
diplomatic relations. 

Is it possible to speak of •high political• negotiation between the government 
and ecclesiastical authorities, beyond the sentiments of all of Mexican society? 
What the tests of world opinion are saying is that there is an advance toward 
postmaterialism, a return to the so-called profound · values of the human being, to 
spiritualism, values considered to be beyond the material, and this lends newfoundations 
to religion in general. Also, it becomes clearer that the Church is an agent which forms 
a very important part of the diffusion of values. This new papal visit is not different from 
the role that the Catholic church has played since the Conquest. The papal speech was 
one of a conqueror before the set table. Now the evangelical word has been dispensed 

with and the cross of a local virgin has been added. ■
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