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Canada is a singular and remarkable country, due to the complex 
and e/abarate structures that this essentially bilingual society has 
created for itself. The United Sta tes original/y aspired to becoming a 
way of life, rather than a nation within the traditional Euro pean 
definition of that word. Mexico has carried out a policy of 
integration and coexistence, defined by mutual respect and the right 
to differ. The history of each of these three countries points out how 
different forms of unity can arise out of diversity. 
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W 
e live in a world that is 
characterized, among other 
things, by a growing 

economic, cultural, and political 
interdependence. Modem 
communications technology promotes 
a synchronousness oflife and human 
history which undoubtedly constitutes 
one ofthe most disturbing features of 
today's cultural revolution. 

In a way, humanlcind sees itself, 
for the first time, in ali its diversity. 
Now that telecommunications enable 
us to witness, first-hand, history being 
made on the spot we are ali, to a 
certain extent, responsible for history. 
To quote a classical author, "Today, 
for the first time, nothing human is 
foreign to us." 

Needless to say, this potential 
identification with humanity, in ali its 
diversity, cannot be achieved without 
a certain loss of self-identity, personal 
or social. 

Another phenomenon must be 
noted within this convergence of Ji fe 
and human history, one which is no 
less incisive and powerful: the 
technological civilization, whose 
effects and premises, together with 
those of a growing cosmopolitanism, 
advances the anonymity whicb 
characterizes modero society. These 
two phenomena favor the uniformity 
of cultures and lead to a mass 
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consumption that goes far beyond any 
political or cultural frontier. 

National and cultural identities 
must redefine their function in a 
universe of increasing interdependence. 
lf an altemative formula which allows 
the redefinition ofthese identities 
within their own tradition is not found, 
the populace may, in the end, attribute 
the anonymity of modem society to a 
loss of control by the nation-state in 
question; that is, to a breakd�wn of 
their concrete and recognizable 
cornmunity. 

This is why dialogue and 
reflections upon the processes of 
identity and culture are so timely; they 
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cannot be postponed. The interaction 
between the two concepts is decisive. 

To be precise, most cultural and 
national identities have been forged on 
the anvil of coexistence, peaceful or 
otherwise. They are the product, on 
the one hand, ofthe mixture and 
combination of different traits which 
model and influence them; on the 
other hand, they are also the result of 
geographical conditions which mark 
them with a permanent imprint: 
geography has always formed a 
physical dimension of culture. 

In fact, these identities become 
apparent as a resuJt of the interaction 
among peoples, and not only -as 
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However, although the state is 
one of the most important creations of 
our Mexican culture, it is not the only 

one; art, religion, painting, poetry, 

popular traditions, family life and its 
values, ali ofthese make up a pattem, 
a framework of references, memories 

and precedents. 
Within this model, as is natural 

and understandable, we Mexicans wish 
to carry on our own way of existence. 
However, this tenacity should not cause 
us to retreat, or diminish our 
participation in the new global culture, 
since any event, occurring in the most 

distant part ofthe planet, instantly 
affects us. This new global culture is 
mainly rooted in North America's 
powerful civilization, and includes 
many ofthe distinctive elements of 
that civilization. 

To the extent that Canadian, 
American, and Mexican identities 
have, in spite oftheir many 
differences, a great deal in common 
-sharing not only their borders, but

also part oftheir history (al the very 
least, the history of those borders}-, 
one ofthe most urgent tasks on the 

agenda ofthe Americas is to study and 

examine those histories. 
Histories which at times are 

sbared or run parallel, at times 
symmetrical or violent, yet always 

converging towards a new centrality in 
which North America is seen as more 
than the juxtaposition of three 
countries, as a vast zone of peace, a 
continental geography ofhuman 
dignity capable -to quote Karl 
Deutsch- of sheltering a "secure 

community," where the rights ofthe 
lawful majorities and those of their 
stateless, under-represented minorities 
will be equally respected. 

In the future, as at present, 
Mexico will surely be the recipient of 
cultural influences originating in 
other countries, especially the United 
States and Canada, but also from 
other parts of the world; certainly 
from the rest of Latin America, 

Mexico's most familiar geo-cultural 
sphere, wbere it has bistorical, yet 
permanently enduring, commitrnents. 

But we, the Mexican people, want to 

benefit from cultural contributions 
from ali over the world. 

In general, such is the destiny of 

cultures throughout the world. lt is 

difficult to conceive of isolationism 
or barriers of any kind. The world 
will become ever more closely 
intertwined, and rigid standardization 
and globalization will surely continue 
to exist. 

Humanity is inherently diverse 

and plural; thus, national cultures and 
identities will prevail, each with its 
own more or less distinctive traits 
according to the country in question. 
Culture and national identity are not 
static, nor frozen in time. They are, 
rather, in constant evolution. lt is 
certain that Mexico will preserve a 
national culture and identity, with its 
own peculiar features, ali blended 
together with creativity � 
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