


has maintained its firm and invariable com­
mitment to· the principies and norms of inter­
national relations. lts respect for the right of 
other peoples to freely determine their 
destinies has been unbending. For this 
reason, Mexico, justly and with moral 
authority, demands respect from others for 
its sovereignty. 

The Mexican government has actively en­
couraged frank, respectful and constructive 
communication with the North American 
government, as a means for resolving the 
problems that affect both countries in their 
relations as neighbors and frie·nds. In order 
for efforts at bilateral cooperation in a variety 
of areas to be effe�tive, they must be carried 
out in a climate of trust and mutual respect. 

Hearings like the ones held by the U.S. 
Se nate Sub-Committee o n  Western 
Hemisphere Affairs teno to damage that 
climate of harmony and understanding which 
we seek. Such events encourage tendencies 
to implement unilateral measures in response 
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to problems and promete suspicion, distrust 
and enmity in sectors of our population. 
Likewise, my government expresses its .dis­
pleasure over the lack of correspondence 
between statements by President Ronald 
Reagan and his principal advisors 
acknowledging Mexico's efforts to advance in 
our bi•lateral relations, and the unfortunate 
statements denigrating Mexico made by a 
minority group of Senators and low-level of­
ficials in those hearings. 

The Mexican government reiterates its firm 
willingness to continue forward with efforts 
that might facilitate constructive political 
communication between both governments 
and equitab le cooperation, within a 
framework of genuine respect, in order to 
resolve problems of mutual interest and to 
broaden the interchanges between the two 
peoples.* 

Tlatelolco, D.F. 
May 14, 1986 
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