




Pope: he is asking the Brazil­
ian government for land re­
form, that was one of the main 
points of his visit to Brazil." 

"Here in Guatemala, the 
Church has not backed me 
up. The Bishops have written 
sorne beautiful letters about 
social justice, but they don't 
act. '' 

Monseñor Gerardi, head of 
. the Episcopal Conference of 
Guatemala, told me that he 
personally supports Father 
Girón ("something must be 
done"), but that neither he 
nor the Church gives official 
support to the priest's agrar­
ian reform projects. '' 1 am 
not called to resolve agrarian 
problems,'' said Monseñor 
Gerardi. He added that he 
thought Father Girón should 
be careful: "lt does not seem 
right to me that the govern­
ment use Father Girón to im­
plement its agrarian reform 
programs." 

But, up to the present, the 
government of Vinicio Cere­
zo has announced no such 
program, nor has the demo­
cratically elected Congress 
passed any laws on the sub­
ject. 

Father Girón is critica! of the 
new democracy in Guatema­
la: "lf the President' s not se­
rious, l'm going to make him 
serious. '' ''The government 
has done nothing in the way 
of new schools or new hospi­
tals -but it has opened new 
model villages, which I think 
are just concentration camps." 

"Even though Cerezo won 
the election with a big major­
ity, he does not have the pow­
er. Unfortunately, 1 don't 
think the President rules. The 
rulers remain the same: prí­
vate industry and the mili­
tary." Another problem for 
us, the priest continues, is fi­
nancing: "the banks of the 
system are the big land­
owners, and it is almost im­
possible for us to get a piece 
of land from them. Guatema­
la still lives in a feudal 
system.''* 
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