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ROOTED VISIONS 

In the past nine years Mexico has 
witnessed the appearance of a 
number of artists who have 
succeeded in bringing the 
traditional realist roots to the 
forefront with great contemporary 
zeal. Many elements have 
undoubtedly played a par! in this 
curren! need to examine the 
traditions that, with their manifold 
meanings, have inspired and 
renewed the art of Mexico during 
this decade. 

A volatile economy coupled with 
tremendous social changes, in 
addition to the physical hardship of 
earthquakes, seem to have 
propelled a compelling disposition 
to exhort those values that can best 
project a selfhood, one that is 
rooted in a "mexicanness" (la 
mexicanidad}. On !he other hand, 
there are those who view this art as 
a new and contemporary rendition 
of earlier Mexican art, such as the 
1930's Mural Renaissance, or the 
humanist realism of !he 
Contemporáneos who during that 

time taught in the open-air schools 
that were created to promote art 
appreciation and creativity to the 
less privileged popular clases. 

Although it would be 
comfortable to presume that this 
new art forms part of an arder and 
chronology of Mexican art, 
particularly since similarities 
abound, there is still something 
quite different at hand in this work. 
The striking difference of this new 
work with earlier Mexican realism is 
!he absence of an ethical point of
view. Without !he ethical program of
their predecessors whose socially­
oriented comradeship with the
masses made the indigenous
heroes of monumental mural art,
and subject of romanticism, these
artists take their spiritual ideas from
the layers of cultural forms, like pre·
Hispanic, or the indigenous version
of Christianity, as well as !he wit
and irony of the objects
surrounding !he popular fairs. And,
they generally adopt a more
humble and no! specifically political
attitude. In fact, as severa! Latin
American critics have observed, the
use of native traditions within what
could appear to be clase to today's
mainstream styles, can also be seen
to have a subversive quality.








