


Representative will be the speaker at the sixth 
U S. - Mexico Congressional Staff Workshop 
in December. He will discuss the protection of 
intellectual property in Mexico, the impact of 
current laws on investment and technology 
transfer, and the pros and cons of newly pro­
posed Mexican legislation. The protection of 
U.S. lntellectual property through patents, 
trademarks and copyrights is a concern of the 
Reagan administration with regard to many 
trading partners. The debate in Mexico focus­
es on pharmaceuticals and agricultura! chem­
icals, both of which are currently no.n­
patentable under Mexican law. The stated log­
ic behind this is to allow Mexico to maintain 
control over inventions related to "priority" in­
dustrial sectors, generally considered to be 
any related to health and welfare. Current Mex­
ican legislation is viewed in the U.S. as a dis­
sincentive for foreign investment, thus having 
a long-term impact on U.S. trade with Mexico. 

In February 1987, ODC will publish a volume 
edited by Cathryn Thrup entitled The United 
States and Mexico: Face to Face with New 
Technology. The book will examine the im-. 
pact of new development in technology on 
trade, investment and labor flows between 
the United States and Mexico. Ms. Thorup is 
also conducting research on bureaucratic 
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structure and bilateral conflict which will cul­
minate in a book entitled Conflict Manage­
ment in U.S. - Mexican Relations: The view 
from Washington. Another addition to ODC's 
publications effort was the appearance in the 
April-June 1986 edition of Foro Internacional 
of "U.S. - Mexican Relations: The lssues 
Ahead", co-authored by Cathryn Thorup and 
Guy Erb, making this important analysis of 
the bilateral relationship much more access.ible 
to the Mexican reader. 

Beginning in December 1986, the project will 
examine domestic intere;st groups and their im­
pact on the U S. fcireign policy process, focus­
ing specifically on their impact on U.S. legis­
lative initiatives affecting Mexico. lssues relat­
ing to Mexico are of concern to rnany differ­
ent groups, ea:ch with its own agenda, often 
at odds with each other and with broader U.S. 
policy aims. This study will identify these 
groups and examine the mechanisms they 
use to influence U.S. policy towards Mexico. 

ODC's U.S. - Mexico Project examines a broad 
array of issues affecting the bilateral rela­
tionship. lf readers have suggestions for parti­
cular issues that they feel demand the atten­
tions of a Washignton-based policy-oriented 
audience, please contact us at 1717 Massa­
chusetts Avenue, N.W., #501, Washington, 
o.e., 20036. *

voices of mexico 




