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NICARAGUA'S 
SEVEN YEARS OF 
REVOLUTION: 

WHAT'S REALLY 

HAPPENING? 

Passions often prevent an o b 
Jective visw o/ Nicaragua. 
South of the Rio Grande, most 
analyses differ from 
rraditionally-held vlsws in tha 
u.s.

On July 19 the Sandinista 
Revolu1ion will celebrate its
seventh anniversaiy. Pressured
on all sides. caughi in a costly 
war with the contra, victimized
by a severe economic crisis and
opposed by the top hierarchy of 
the Cathol ic Church, the San 
d inista readership is getting 
ready to evaluate their govern
menl' s achievements and 
failures. Their program of mixed 
economy, politi cal pluralísm
and non-alignment has been 
put to severe tests. The eyes of  
the internati onal community
are fixed on the events that un
fold in the country. Nicaragua. 
against its will. has been con 
verted into one of  the hottest 
spots on  the globe. 
The Reagan administration·s
disproportionate agression 
against the Sandinista govern-

ment has been the most impor
tant external factor in determin
ing the course of the revofutior.

Washington has used military 
pressure. an economic boycott
and political confrontation 
aga inst  the Nicaraguan 
government. Until now. the 
$andinistas have been able to 
resist the assault, but the social
COSlS have been high. 
By the beginning of 1986, the 
Sandlnistas had been able to 
turn back the armed counter
revolutionary forces. Accotding 
t o  Western press reports, the 
contras have now retreated to 
their Honduran base camps. 
U.S. militarv analysts and Euro
pean diplomats assigned to 
Central America believe that 
the contras have already been 
defeated in strategic terms and
that even with U.S. aid, they 
would need at least two years 
before they could represent a 
real threat to the Managua 
government, 





34 

latin american issues 

What is certa in is that wilh the
restoration of the State of 
Emergency last October', the 
confrontation h.a!:t intensified.
Just in January, the govern
ment closed the Church's o f •
ftcial radio station and accused 
Father Oswaldo Mondragon,
d irector of Managua·s Catholi c
Semina,y, of belonging to a 
contra cell involved in planning
sabotage actioos. Mutual a c 
cusations between Ovando y 
Bravo and priests working with
1he government lly back and 
forth with ever greater freqven-

cy. Pecple even speak of 1he 
existe nce of two Churches.
Sorne bishops have been 

denounced because they are 
arbitrarily remov ing priests and
nuns who sympathize with the
revolution from their parishes.
The sítuation has devetoped 
into a major political and 

ideological conflict in which the
Cathol ic hi erarchy has become
the spearhead of  the internal 
polítical opposition.
In spite of these d ifficulties and
the pressures on them to 
negotiate With the contras, the 
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The Somoza Ovnas¡y. Pho10 by PcdroValtierra.

Sandinistas have moved 
forward' with their project of
mixed economy and polhical

. p luralísm. A new constitution is
being written by the National 
Assembly with the participation 
of opposition" p olitical parties,
a n d  la P r e n s a ,  a dai ly  
newspaper with t ies t o  the
couruer-revolution, continues
to publish, notwithstanding the
p-ermanent c·ensureship. Wh i le
spaces for political activity have 
been ·red uced -because of 
foreign aggress ion accordi ng to
government officials- they 

government. and they have 
begun to institutionalize the
reVolutionary process. The 
question is how long can they 
hold firm with their commit•
ment to a mixed economy, 
pol itical pluralism and non
alignment. given that the posi•
tion of the Reagan adminis t ra 
tion actually lends suppart to 
the arguments of the most 
radical sectors wi thin the San
dinistas.
Since i t  i s  clear that the 
counter�revolutionary groups, 
by themselves. will not. be 

Pre,ident Daniel Ortega, Photo by Rento Gostoli.

have yet to be closed down 
completely .
The Sandinistas believe thQt 
despite the economic dif
ficulties and the multiple pres� 
sures on them, they wíll be able 
to continua in the consofidatio n
o f  the revohJtion. Their principal
base of support comes from the
peasant masses, who make up 
the majority of the population.
In additíon ,  they have gained a
great deal of experience in their
seven years of  leading the 

capable of overthrowing the 
Managua government over the 
next several years, a further 
question of fundamental impor 
tance for Nicaragua·s future 
m u s t  b e  r a i s e d .  Wil l  
W a s h i n g t o n  c h o o s e  t o  
acknowledge the need to dialog 
with the Sandin istas, or will the
administration opt for a direct
mil itary invasion ?*

Horacio Castellanos Moya 
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