Books

dealing with her subject matter al-
lows the author an overall view af
each group’s artistic creation. De la
Fuente wrote: "““Among the
technical activities of art historians,
one that is often forgotten or
pushed aside is the definition, clas-
sification, description and
organization of the artistic creation
of a given culture.”

In Olmeca Colossal Heads and
Men of Stone the author com-
bines the catalog form with an
iconographic method similar to the
formal analysis of Erwin Panofsky’'s
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PATHWAYS TO
CONSCIOUSNESS

Beatriz de la Fuente, Pathways to
Consciousness, U.N.A M.

Pathways to Consciousnass is
prehispanic art researcher Beatriz
de la Fuentes’ tenth book. Her first
work on the subject, The Sculp-
ture of Palenque was published in
1965.

In thiz book De la Fuente
developed two basic lines that
have been present throughout her
work: a systematic inventory of the
material she is analyzing , follpwed
by & series of aesthetic delibera-
tions on the same subject matter,
in The Sculpture of Palenque the
author began outlining a series of
hypothesis on Palenque art, using
material from archeological
research camied owut at the site.
Through analysis she established a
series of stylistic features specific
to Palengue culture. Some of her
published material is in catalog

form, such as Olmeca Monuman- .

tal Sculpture and Huasteca
Stone Sculpture. This means of

to approach the cultural content of
her subject matter.

In Pathways to Consciousness
De la Fuente's research unfolds in
catalog form and then the material
is analyzed from a philosophical
perspective. The method seems ef-
fective in that it allows har to reach
the essence of prehispanic
creativiby.

Beatriz de la Fuente used the title
FPathways to Consciousness:
Faces in Prehispanic Art to con-
jure up an image of a8 mounting
stairwvay whera man becomes
gradually conscious of himself and
of the universe through the images
of other human beings. “In the
faces we see not only subtle ex-
pressions of consciousness  but
also the artistic expression of the
culture in which they were
shaped.”

De la Fuente starts out on her path
of study with faces in which there
ig @ will to represent 8 human
figure evan though the design still
doesn't show intent to represent a
specific individual. The author
places Mezcala and Chontal masks
at this point of the path because of
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