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Man y complaints have been voiced recently about 
Mexico's "para-state" industry, but few ask how it works 

and why. 

Sorne 50 million Mexicans 
enjoy the benefits provided 
by Conasupo (National Com
pany for People's Sub
sistence) programs. After 21 
years of activites as a para
state agency, Conasupo 
directs its programs toward 
that part of the population 
which receives an income of 
no more than twice the es
tablished monthly mínimum 
wage.* About half of Mexico's 
80 million people fall fnto 
this category. 

During the past quarter cen
tury, Conasupo has handled 
sorne 100 million metric 
tons of basic goods. In 
1986, the agency will have a 
1.3 trillion peso budget 
(nearly 2.1 billion dollars), •• 
representing 1.8 percent of 
the total federal budget. 

• The established mínimum wage
in Mexico is the equivalent of 100
U.S. dollars per month.

** As we go to press, the exchange 
rate is 630 pesos to the dallar. 
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ing of the gap between 
those who have and those 
who have not. Not to do so, 
would be to run the risk of 
unleashing another blood
bath, as occurred with the 
Mexican Revolution (1910-
1917) when more than a 
million people were kilied. 

Thus, in Mexico, the prece
dent for regulating and 
guaranteeing food supplies 

8 dates to 0ctober 1930, with 
the creation of the Con
sultative Committees for 
Pr i m a r y  C o n s u m p t i o n  
Pro ducts,  i n  charge o f  
preventing price increases. 
0nly through these kinds of 
measures has the Mexican 
state been able to assure a 
profit to producers and fair 
prices to consumers during 
the last fifty years. 

Before condemning any and 
ali forms of state control and 
demanding that ali produc
tion mechanisms be turned 
over to the prívate sector as 
seems to be the case among 
certain business groups and 
leaders, it is important to 
reflect on the possible ef
fects of such a decision for 

Mexico. Would prívate con
trol of all aspects of produc
ti on help improve thé 
economy, or would it exacer
b a  te  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  b y  
generating a new polariza
tion between the few who 
would have everything and 
the many who would have 
almost nothing? The latter 
situation would clearly 
produce a new social explo
sion that could well surpass 
the proportions of the Mex
ican Revolution. 

Perhaps the people who 
suggest simple solutions for 
Mexico's problems havent' 
realized that their recipes are 
based on a different model 
of society, with an economy 
that works on different 
premises. And we must ask, 
is it really possible to apply 
formulas derived from one 
model, to a different model, 
in a di f ferent c ontext ,  
without having to pay an ex
tremely high P.Olitical cost, 
without provoking a period 
of social upheaval that could 
easily affect the country's 
life for the next fifty years ?* 
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