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Jesse Helms's 

Politics of 

Confrontation 

The u/tra-right Senator from North Carolina goes after 

Mexico's head, and relations between the two countries hit an 

ali-time low. 

As recently as February 1985, tension ran so high between 
Mexico and the United States that the Mexican government 
referred to the state of relations as being "hypercritical." And 
now, little over a year later, voices were again raised on either 
side of the border, and a new clash has occurred in the com
plex relationship between two truly distant neighbors. 

The hearings held by Senator Jesse Helms in the Western 
Hemisphere Affairs Sub-Committee, featuring Reagan ad
ministration officials, were originally scheduled for April. 







the nation 

Nor have subsequent statements by other U.S. officials, as 
part of an ongoing verbal war, clearly distanced themselves 
from the central point of the accusations. On the contrary, 
those points of view have been reiterated. The accusations 
made by Von Raab, John Gavin and Helms to the effect that 
two Mexican governors, Antonio Toledo Corro of Sinaloa, and 
Félix Valdés of Sonora, produce drugs on their ranches, have 
not been retracted, nor have they been proven, either. At
torney General Edwin Meese has yet to distance himself from 
these accusations. 

But the effects of Mexico's note of protest were short-lived. 
Shortly after the note was sent, Secretary of Foreign Affairs 

18 Bernardo Sepúlveda expressed satisfaction over Mr. Shultz's 
response. A national-level anti-intervention demonstration 
took place in the Zócalo in Mexico City, and was attended by 
leaders from the PRI. and left political parties. 

Significantly, the PAN refused to join the cho rus of voices that 
condemned Jesse Helms. The National Action Party no doubt 
counts on its allies in the north for support of its strategy, an
nounced following the elections in Chihuahua. lt was obvious
ly not going to join in a movement that ended up expressing 
support for the Mexican government and confronting the very 
same sectors in the U.S. that the PAN hoped would support 
them in their charge óf fraud in the Chihuahua elections. 

An additional factor that Mr. Helms probably has in mind is 
Presiden! De la Madrid's forthcoming visit to Washington. 
The memory is still fresh of how President Reagan made drug 
traffic the central issue when the two heads of state met in Ti
juana in December of last year, despite Mexico's diplomatic 
efforts to the contrary. 

Presidents Reagan and De la Madrid have opposing points of 
view on this issue. The U.S. government's concern for fighting 
drug traffic has been raised to strategic priority level and 
likened to terrorism; and this is an expression of the current 
administration's profoundly conservative point of view.* 

* The lnstitutional Revolutionary Party, in power.




