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The Vanishing 

Jungle 

Jesse Helms attacks Mexico from the U.S. Senate. 

Mexico, on the other hand, holds the position that the respon
sibility of consumer-countries should be linked to the problem 
of countries where drugs are produced and illegaly traded. 
This means the U.S. should accept the responsibility of reduc
ing interna! consumption of drugs. This policy is not in agree
ment with the emphasis U.S. policy places on fighting drug 
traffic, rather than dealing with the causes and consequences 
of widely extended drug-addiction in U.S. society. 

The discussions in the Senate sub-committe have obviously 
brought the drug traffic issue to the forefront again in bilateral 
relations. This is the situation on the eve of the presidential 
meeting, despite Mexico's efforts to keep the problem within 
the bounds of judicial and law-enforcement relations between 
the two nations. 

Blanche Petrich 
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Despite legal measures to 
protect them, Mexico's 
jungles are sti/1 shrinking; if 
the trend continues we may 
face a majar ecological 
disaster 

President Mig uel de la 
Madrid established the 
Commission to Protect the 

Lacandon jungle as part of 
Mexico·s participation this 
year in lnternational En
vironment Day first in
stituted by the United Na
tions on June 5, 1972. The 
Presidential Decree was the 
first step toward having the 
nature reserve, "Siaa Ka 
A'n," declared part of the The jungle gives way. 
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natural biosphere reserve. 
Nonetheless, these lands are 
once again threatened. A 
highway is being built that 
slices through the jungl.e 
from north to south, splitting 
the region and further 
facilitating the excesses of 
the hardwoods operations. 

The jungle has eighty more 
years to live, before it is 
totally destroyed, together 
with the tour lndian groups 
and hundreds of animal 
species which inhabit it. Far 
more than a century now, 
the jungle has used its 
natural defenses against 
sophisticated forms of 
defor estation, but the 
toughest battles are yet to 
be fought. The death of the 
jungle would signify the loss 
of a part of our cultural 
heritage, the extinction of 
hundreds of plant and 
animal species and the 

destruction of one of the 
country·s most important 
"natural lungs," endangering 
adjacent areas of Guatemala 
and Mexico at the same 
time. 

This is the imminent danger 
in the case of the ancestral 
Lacandon jungle. The situa
tio n demands that w e  
d e v e l o p  a n e w  c o n 
s c iou s n e s s  o f  o u r  
relationship to nature: while 
it is true that people should 
take advantage of the en
vi ron me nt for our Ówn 
benefit and development, it 
is also true that we must do 
so in a programmed and 
responsible manner; if not, 
the environment will be 
ravished and the hu.man 
sp e c i e s ,  t o o, m a y  be  
threatened with its own ex
tintion. *

Ramsés Ramírez 

the nation 
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