
Is AII Quiet on the 

Chihuahua Front? 

Contrary to al/ predictions, a tense calm reigns in the northern 
state following their recent elections 

The first week in July sorne 300 local and foreign correspon
dents, along with political observers from all over the country 
and abroad, tho usands of soldiers, pol ic�men and 
plainclothesmen gathered in the state of Chihuahua. The 
press, political parties and authorities all believed the 
scheduled elections would have a tragic, violent outcome that 
would set Mexican politics on a new course. Both the main 
contenders, the ruling lnstitutional Revolutionary Party, PRI, 
and the opposition National Action Party, PAN, stated that 
these elections would be a landmark event in the history of 
Chihuahua. 

Yet these previsions failed because they never took into ac
count the possibility of what actually turned out to be the key 
factor: the people of Chihuahua's civic maturity. Not a single 
person was killed, nobody was wounded, and the confronta
tion never went beyond words and into action. 

But not all was Chihuahua on Sunday, July 6. Elections were 
held in six other states, with gubernatorial races in Chihuahua, 
Durango, Zacatecas and Michoacán, and the overall selection 

the nation 

of 109 mayors and 92 local representatives. 

Despite opinions expressed after the fact, the PRI won all tour 
races for governor, 106 of the mayor's positions, and almost 
all of the local representatives. 

The opposition's complaints centered on Chihuahua, where 
the PAN, the Catholic Church and the organized business sec
tor all demanded that the elections be annulled. The Mexican 
Unified Socialist Party, PSUM, and non-affiliated sectors 
belonging to the Democratic Electoral Movement, headed by 
a priest named Camilo Daniel Pérez, PSUM leader Antonio 
Becerra Gaytán and the mayor of Ciudad Cuauhtémoc, 
Humberto Ramos Molina, all made the same demand. 

Voters in Chihuahua wait patiently to cast their vote. 

By the end of the campaign, both the PRI and the PAN an
ticipated a close vote with uncertain final results, with 
violence in the picture. 

Both campaigns carne to an official close on Monday, June 
30th. PRI candidate Fernando Baeza Meléndez wound up in 
the state capital, while PAN's Francisco Barrio Terrazas did so 
in the border-city of Ciudad Juárez. 

Facing a town square overflowing with sympathizers, Baeza 
insisted he would be the winning candidate because, "we 
have an historical project, we have the right political message, 
and we have deep moral reasons for aspiring to victory." In a 
fit of enthusiasm over the large attendance at his rally, Baeza 
took to the microphone to shout: "We will win, we will win ... " 
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