
A Presidential 

Summit in Central 

America 

The Esquipulas meeting of 
Central American presidents 
didn't so/ve the region's 
problems, but it was a sma/1 
step towards a non-military 
resolution of their 
differences 

Despite enormous political 
and ideological differences, 
and in the midst of the ten.
sio n that pervades the 
region, the Presidents of 
Central America's f ive 
countries held a summit 
meeting on May 24 and 25 
in Esquipulas, Guatemala. 
Gu atemala's President, 
Vinicio Cerezo, was the 
meeting's sponsor. Since he 
took office in January, 
Cerezo has repeatedly ex
p r es s e d  h i s  d e s i r e  to  
promote a neutral foreign 
p o l i c y, i n  h o p e s  o f  
facilitating a solution to the 
region's crisis. 

ali coincidental that the 
summit was held just two 
weeks before the proposed 
June 6 deadline for signing 
the Contadora Pact. 

The summit meeting was at
tended by the Presidents of 
Honduras, José Azcona, of 

latin american issues 

El S alvador,  Napoleón 
Duarte, of Nicaragua, Daniel 
Ortega, of Costa Rica, Osear 
Ar ias Sánchez and of  
Guatemala, Vinicio Cerezo. 
According to many reports, 
Erick Arturo Del Valle, Presi
dent of Panama, was also in
vited, but declined the offer 
since Panama is one of the 
tour member nations of the 
Contadora Group. 

There were four points on 
the me e t in g's of f i c i a l  
agenda: the creation of a 
Central American Parlia
ment,  negotiations sur
rounding the signing of the 
Contadora Treaty,  the 
restructing of the regional 
integration process and the 
r e g ion's f o r e i g n  de bt .  
Nonetheless, most analysts 
agreed that the critica! point 
would be the Contadora 
Plan. Prior to the summit, 
Nicaragua's position had 
been that it could not sign 
the Treaty unless the United 
States promised to end its 
a g r e ss i o n  a g a i nst t h e  
Nicaraguan government. 

Even before the meeting 
started, the Chiefs of State 
had begun to emphasize 
their differences. This led 
many to believe that the 

Three other countries in the 
area had also just i n
augurated new governments 
(Honduras, Guatemala and 
Costa Rica), and this helped 
reduce tensions somewhat, 
just in time f9r the summit. 
But above ali, the Central 
America President's Meeting 
should be understood within 
the context of the Contadora 
peace process. lt was not at 

Esquipulas: The holiest Catholic temple in all of Central America, was chosen as the site of the 
presidential summit. 
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