
latin american issues 

Arguments that 

Favor a Theology of 

Liberation 

Man y people think the 

Vatican total/y opposes 
liberation theology, yet 
recent Church documents 
have actual/y endorsed 
sorne of its ideas 

Latín America·s liberation 
t h e o l o g y  'h a s  b e e n  
legitimized by the highest­
leve Is of the Roman 
Cat holic hierarchy. The 
Pope, himself, now con­
siders it to be "a new stage" 
in Catholic theology, far ali 
times and ali places. Those 
who have wanted to have it 
branded as heterodoxy have 
been unsuccessful. 

In March and April of this 
year, John Paul 11 made 
severa! references to libera­
tion theology, as a Christian 
reflection that "is not only 
opportune, but also useful 
and necessary." Speaking to 
a representative group of 21 
Brazilian bishops, in a uní­
que meeting at the Vatican's 
Hall of Congregations on 
March 13, he said, "The 
Church recognizes that its 
obligation is to continue that 
reflection, to bring it up to 
date and to deepen it, as a 
reflection that tries to res­
p o n  d t o  t h e  s e r i o u s  
problems related to social 
justice, equality in interper­
sonal, national and inter­
national relations, peace and 
disarmament, freedom, the 
fundamental rights of the 
human person, etc." 

In a special message to the 
B r a z i l i a n  B i s h o p's 
Conference on April 9, he 
added, "We are convinced, 
you and we, that liberation 
theology ... must constitute a 
new stage -closely linked to 
previous ones- in that 

theological reflection begun 
with the Apostolic tradition 
and carried on by the great 
Fathers and Doctors, with 
the ordinary and extraor­
dinary Magisterium, and in 
the most recent period, by 
the rich patrimony of the 
Church's social doctrine, as 
expressed in a series of 
docu ments that go from 
Rerum novarum to Laborem 
exercens." 

On April 5, the Vatican also 
published its "lnstruction on 
Christian Freedom and 
L. beration" (Libertatis nun­

tius), signed on March 22,
with the Pope's approval, by
Joseph Ratzinger, Prefect of
the Congregation far the
Doctrine of the Faith. lt reaf­
fi rm s that freedom and
liberation are "the center of
the Gospel message" (Nos.
1 and 2), and it once again
recognizes the fact that "one
of the principal phenomena
of our times, that affects en­
ti re continents,  is the
awakening consciousness of 
people who, burdened by 
the weight of secular misery,
aspire to a lite of dignity and
justice and are willing to
fight far their freedom"
(No.17).

Extending the theme of 
liberation to a world-scale, 
t h e  s a m e  d o c u m e n t  
denounces the development 
of "dependent relationships" 
that result from the "­
concentration of economic 
power" which includes: the 
"technological power" of the 
contemporary world (No. 

12); the use of technology to 
"perpetrate genocide" (No. 
14); and the establishment 
of "new relationships of ine­
q ua lity and oppression" 
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