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union outlets and by provid
ing larger incentives for 
agroindustrial firms man
aged by workers. 

As far back as August 1985, 
the Confederation had pro
posed setting up training 
programs for peasants to im
prove farming techniques, 
linking associations of ejidos 
to study and research cen
ters, providing consult
antship in management for 

Lost illusions for the old folk 

cooperatives and ejidos, as 
well as peasant participation 
in processing, distribution 
and marketing of their pro
duce. 

Labor's proposals are a clear 
symptom of the social con
cern over the plight of the 
peasants, who themselves ha ve 
demanded that the state 
take a greater role in dealing 
with the situation. Peasants 
are seeking subsidies in the 
form of agricultura! inputs 
and improved seeds; easily 
available and greater amounts 
of credit; cutbacks in the 
cost of irrigation services; 
the setting up of state-owned 
storage and transportation 

facilities and government 
intervention to put an end 
to political imposition and 
repression in ejidos and 
municipalities. 

These men and women whose 
hands are chapped from 
sun and hard work will never 
forget that their demands have 
been ignored despite the 
fact that they played a deci
sive role in the 191 O Revolu
tion. Mexico will be unable to 

resolve its crisis as long as 
there are young men without 
land ar work, ar while entire 
families huddle in Mexico 
City's railroad station, or as 
long as crops are lost to the 
forces of nature, and small 
farmers and peasants lack 
credit and government sup
port ar are further impov
erished by middlemen. The 
problem is not merely to 
achive selfsufficiency in food 
production. lt's also a matter 
of restoring dignity to agricul
tura! workers, the men and 
women who are currently 
living on the fringes of mod
ern Mexico.* 

Jorge Luis Sierra Guzmán 
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