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Feminism in 
Mexico, an 

Underground 
Stream 

Women from different classes have contributed to Mexico's 

feminist movement. 

Mexican women share with their Latin American sisters a com
mon history of poverty, political repression, economic crisis 
and the constant put-down of their attempts to develop and as
sert their cultural identities. This heritage has clearly had specif
ic implications for Mexican women, whose oppression also 
comes from a combination of religious influences, cultural tra
ditions, social values and stereotypes, and machismo. 

Today Mexico has an egalitarian legislation which establishes 
legal equality between men and women, with sorne protective 
laws covering mothers and minors. Nonetheless, this is a mere 
formality which has had little effect upon the dai!y lives of most 
people. For example, formal education is beyond the reach for 
much of the general population, but even more so for women, 
whose illiteracy rate tends to be much higher than for men. 

Statistics relating edLJcation and fertility are revealing. At the 
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who minds the children if both husband and wife have a meet
ing to go to. Middle class Mexican women don't need the 
growth and development of the feminist movement in order to 
have certain demands covered, like for example having some
one who cares· for their children, childcare centers, etc. 

Not needing an organized struggle to improve one's own liv
ing conditions has resulted in a very theoretical movement. 
This is revealed by the fact that being a feminist in Mexico is 
basically an intelectual position, with little effect on our daily 
lives. This characteristic also probably determines our incapac
ity -as a movement- to connect up with women from other 
social sectors: This trend has changed somewhatfollowing the 
earthquake in Sept. 1985, . but generally speaking, even 

In the front line of feminist struggles, seamstresses at a demonstration 

though sorne feminists are undeniably committed (especially 
Socialist and Christian feminists), the movement as a whole is 
far removed from the needs of most Mexican women. 

Yet despite these limitations, what Mexican feminists have done 
is to place women's issues on the political agenda. Over the 
past years we have been struggling on two different levels, the 
ideological and the more specific day to day organizing and 
work. Given the reasons we've been discussing, we may have 
done more work on ideological aspects. Yet not only have we 
had to confront conservative forces, but also progressive and 
leftist ones as well. 

Often ridiculed and charecterized as sectarian, we've had to 
fight for the political recognition of our position, and in doing 
so, we have led other political forces to revise their concept of 
what is and what isn't political. In this way many organizations. 
have started to discuss such would-be personal (i.e. trivial) 
questions as sexuality or housework. In turn, the discussion 
has highlighted the existence of power relations between the 
sexes, relations which permeate ali social classes and cut 
across class lines. 

What results has the struggle yielded? Answers vary accord
ing to the criteria we use. lf we make a quantitative evaluation 
of our development, our gains appear to be meager: there are 
few feminist groups and sorne of them have fewer than a doz
en members. But if we measure the movement's cultural, inte
llectual and political impact OrJ society, the results are really wi
de reaching. *
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