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latin american issues 

''Those Who 
Accuse Me of 
Hanging On to 

Power, Are Right'' 

Dictator Augusto Pinochet 
shows no sign of wanting 
to lift his military boot. 

through the use of the force 
that brought him to power. 
That force is now joined by a 

A burial in Santiago following the September incidents; the banner reads: 

"How much longer will you go on killing, fascist beasts" 

Augusto Pinochet began 
1987 by lifting the state of 
siege declared for the nth 
time last September- and an
nouncing that sorne 3500 
exiles previously barred from 
returning to Chile could now 
do so. He justified these meas
ures citing the strength of 
his government, now in its 
fourteenth year. 

The oppositíon, on the other 
hand, claims that Pinochet 
has never been weaker than 
he was by the end of 1986, 
making his fall almost immi
nent. Both Pinochet and his 
opponents have arguments 
to back up their statements. 

Pinochet doesn't claim to 
have grass-roots support for 
his administration or for the 
regime he heads; he doesn't 
have it and hopes to prolong it 

new Constitution, written by 
and for Pinochet and approv
ed in a rather questionable 
plebiscite in March 1980. He 
also has severa! other factors 
in his favor: a technically per
fected and well- equipped 
repressive apparatus; the 
"monolithic unity" of the 
armed forces; the vacillations 
of the Catholic Church, 
which despite its defense of 
human rights in Chile, has 
not used its traditional capac
ity to exert pressure in a di
rect challenge to the dictator
ship; and support from the 
United States. 

The opposition is clearly in 
the majority, but it is still div
ided. lt has yet to come up 
with a platform capable of 
unifying people around an al
ternative and truly national 
political project representing 

voices of mexico 
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