


odds and ends 

creatures in Mesoamerican 
iconography. Those human 
figures with Olmec features, im
pregnated with teline characteris
tics, originate perhaps trom the 
millenarian myth of a jaguar 
copulating with a woman. Also 
from this period are the impres
sive 'pretty women' ot Tlatilco. 

Among the pieces that illus
trate the Late Formative Period 
we tind sculptures representing 
ball players and pregnant wom
en trom Pánuco, Veracruz, or the 
funeral statues and multi-colored 
pottery from Chupicuaro, 
Michoacán. 

Art from the Formative period 
is rich in facets of daily life-and full 
of symbolism: twin-headed dogs 
or bodies, animal-shaped or sha
man vases, act as chroniclers of 
times when the ancient Mexican 
understood reality by expressing 
it. 

The Sáenz, like the Egyptian 
Pharaoh Hatshepsut or the Em
peror Moctezuma 11, assume the 
role of 'collectors tor love', along 
the lines ot Diego Rivera or Carlos 
Pellicer, in arder to share with us 
a legacy ot incalculable value. 

The Sáenz Collection, which is 
intended to be a substantial part 
of a museum in the city of Pueb
la, consists ot 2,500 archaelogi
cal pieces brought together 
between 1944 and 1968 and 
'"was tormed through our interest 
in associating art with the history 
of ancient Mesoamerica. From 
this comes the tille, Chronicles in
Clay and Stone." 

This magniticent book consti
tutes the fi rst issue of one of the 
principal cultural patrimonies of 
Mexico. 1 should like to empha
size the great capacity of the 
author to present with sensitivity 
the enormous artistic wealth of 
our country in the afore
mentioned period which made 
possible the flowering of a civili
zations as awesome as any of the 
most importan! the world has 
seen. 

Chronicles in Clay and Stone 
achieves yet one more objective 
implicit in the loving collectionism 
ot the Sáenz: "to plumb the es
sence of the objects that reflect 
lite and animation through inani
mate matter, that is the creative 
intention of the artists." 

Luis Alberto Barqueira 

The "Pretty 
Young Ladies" 

Las ninas bien (The Pretty 
Young Ladies) by Guadálupe 
Loaeza; Editorial Océano. 
México, 1987. 

During the last few years Mex
ico has lived through a severe cri
sis. Because of this the middle 
class has become more and 
more impoverished. Also, the 
gap which separates two sectors 
of Mexican society: the small 
privileged minority -the "nice" 
people- and the enormous 

majority of dispossessed has 
grown wider. Plenty has been 
written on this subject from the 
point of view of those who don't 
have a bank account in dollars 
nor the possibility of going to Vail 
on vacation. Cristina Pacheco, for 
example, in Sopita de fideo (Noo
dle Soup) (1984) and in Zona de
desastre (Disaster Area) (1986) 
has constantly stressed the an
guish of those who can hardly 
manage to survive. Elena 
Poniatowska, another well-known 
writer, has become very much in
volved with the problems of the 
seamstresses affected by the 
1985 eartht
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uake and with the 
troubles of many other women, 
many of whom don't normally 
even earn the mínimum wage. 
What we didn't have was a book 
written from the point of view of 
that "other Mexico" both opulent 
and elitist, of that sector whose at
titude towards lite and whose 
gigantic shopping-sprees abroad 
contributed and still contribute to 
the crisis. Loaeza provides us 
with this vision we were lacking. 
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This book is really a collection 
of articles which appeared in two 
Mexico City newspapers, Un

omásuno and La Jornada, and in 
the weekly Punto between 1982 
and 1986. The first ones materi
alized shortly alter the state take 
over of the banks on September 
1 , 1982. They reveal the malaise 
which prevailed among the mid
dle class because of this 
presidential decree. The articles 
haven't been arranged in chrono
logical arder, but are grouped 

together according to what they 
are about. The book begins with 
a section about the "nice young 
ladies", and in it these young girls 
are classified depending on 
which category they belong to, 
for they don't all fit iQtO the same 
group. There is another section 
which describes how a lady from 
Las Lomas, an upper class 
residential area, becomes 
politically-conscious on the eve of 
elections in July 1985. 

Loaeza, with a sharp, often 
even caustic sense of humour, 
outlines the feelings of this class 
that apparently doesn't know 
about -or pretends not to- the 
extent to which their way of lite af
fects the crisis the country is go
ing through. These people, who 
used to travel abroad -usually to 
the U.S.- eight times a year and 
would come home loaded with 
things they had bought · there, 
who own houses in Coronado, 
Houston or Florida and go to Veil 
and Epcott on vacation, believe 
(an easy way to keep one's con
science clear) that this decapitali
zation is simply the result of 
corruption, faulty administration 
or the world crisis. The élite is not, 
however, unaware of the crisis 
and Loaeza in her articles tries to 
show that they are becoming 
more conscious about all this. 
Nevertheless, simple things like 
buying a pair of stockings at the 
local store and finding them ac
ceptable are not ali that easy for 
them. 

The articles are written from a 
woman's point of view, general-




