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During the last few years Mex
ico has lived through a severe cri
sis. Because of this the middle 
class has become more and 
more impoverished. Also, the 
gap which separates two sectors 
of Mexican society: the small 
privileged minority -the "nice" 
people- and the enormous 

majority of dispossessed has 
grown wider. Plenty has been 
written on this subject from the 
point of view of those who don't 
have a bank account in dollars 
nor the possibility of going to Vail 
on vacation. Cristina Pacheco, for 
example, in Sopita de fideo (Noo
dle Soup) (1984) and in Zona de
desastre (Disaster Area) (1986) 
has constantly stressed the an
guish of those who can hardly 
manage to survive. Elena 
Poniatowska, another well-known 
writer, has become very much in
volved with the problems of the 
seamstresses affected by the 
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uake and with the 
troubles of many other women, 
many of whom don't normally 
even earn the mínimum wage. 
What we didn't have was a book 
written from the point of view of 
that "other Mexico" both opulent 
and elitist, of that sector whose at
titude towards lite and whose 
gigantic shopping-sprees abroad 
contributed and still contribute to 
the crisis. Loaeza provides us 
with this vision we were lacking. 
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This book is really a collection 
of articles which appeared in two 
Mexico City newspapers, Un

omásuno and La Jornada, and in 
the weekly Punto between 1982 
and 1986. The first ones materi
alized shortly alter the state take 
over of the banks on September 
1 , 1982. They reveal the malaise 
which prevailed among the mid
dle class because of this 
presidential decree. The articles 
haven't been arranged in chrono
logical arder, but are grouped 

together according to what they 
are about. The book begins with 
a section about the "nice young 
ladies", and in it these young girls 
are classified depending on 
which category they belong to, 
for they don't all fit iQtO the same 
group. There is another section 
which describes how a lady from 
Las Lomas, an upper class 
residential area, becomes 
politically-conscious on the eve of 
elections in July 1985. 

Loaeza, with a sharp, often 
even caustic sense of humour, 
outlines the feelings of this class 
that apparently doesn't know 
about -or pretends not to- the 
extent to which their way of lite af
fects the crisis the country is go
ing through. These people, who 
used to travel abroad -usually to 
the U.S.- eight times a year and 
would come home loaded with 
things they had bought · there, 
who own houses in Coronado, 
Houston or Florida and go to Veil 
and Epcott on vacation, believe 
(an easy way to keep one's con
science clear) that this decapitali
zation is simply the result of 
corruption, faulty administration 
or the world crisis. The élite is not, 
however, unaware of the crisis 
and Loaeza in her articles tries to 
show that they are becoming 
more conscious about all this. 
Nevertheless, simple things like 
buying a pair of stockings at the 
local store and finding them ac
ceptable are not ali that easy for 
them. 

The articles are written from a 
woman's point of view, general-




