














SCIENCE 

comments were made by several symposium participants. 
The discusants and the author agreed on the following two 
points: 

1. Latin America's development, and Mexico's in par
ticular, require contributions trom all scientific disciplines, 
including the social sciences. However, it is not enough 
just to create research groups or institutions; in addition, 
specific programs and actions should be implemented in 
each country to facilitate the tlow of information and pro
mote stronger links between the basic sciences (univer
sal knowledge) and the local production of goods and 
services. Social scientists can contribute significantly by 
designing appropriate ways to build these links, such that 
they are compatible to national history, culture and con· 
ditions. 

"The Lord of the Mountaln", observatory In San Pedro Mártir. (Photo from La 
Gaceta, UNAM) 

2. The migration of scientists and other highly trained
professionals from Latin America does not tollow a uni
form pattern. Sorne countries are badly affected, whereas 
in others, the phenomenon barely exists. In Mexico, the 
migration of scientists and technicians to other countries 
has not occurred at any significant rate; nonetheless, in
terna! occupational migration from research to other ac
tivities does occur and has increased in recent years. The 
need to reinforce the links between science and the 
production of goods and services (point 1, above) reduces 
the negative aspects of this phenomenon. In fact, this oc
cupational migration reinforces industry, government and 
other sectors with scientifically-minded and trained person
nel, thus opening the way to dialog between those sec
tors and the scientific community. To avoid the risk of 
debilitating research in the process, the rate at which new 
scientists are trained must be accelerated.□ 
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