














FEATURES 

ancestors, a "new people," a new sensibility, a new so
cial majority. lt is no longer the old lndian majority of the 
colonial world nor the explosive rural majority that brought 
the Mexican Revolution to life. Nor are we dealing with the 
spiritual majority of a Catholic people nor the popular 
majorities that were the basis for the corporative pact of 
the 1930s. 

We are talking about the majorities of urban Mexico, 
its middle class, its bourgeois liberals, the mass society 
jammed into our cities, movilized by desperation and 
poverty, trapped by the severity of the present but already 
without roots or nostalgia for the old Mexico, molded in
stead by the future. They are at the same time illusory and 
real, offered up by the mass media which sprinkles it with 
the same breath of expectations and consumerism. 

To conclude, 1 return to Luis González: 
The reasonable thing is to listen without getting up
set to the indicators of the immediate future, be
cause you can already hear the footsteps of a new 
appreciation of the body, of intolerance to physi
cal pain, of contempt for bourgeois phariseeism, 
of the return to nature, of ignoring history and Mex
ico's peculiarities, of rejection of texts without im
ages, of the sterility of science without art or 
humanism, of a new humanism and new religious 
attitudes. Pushing its way into this country is a new 
way of feeling and a new way of thinking. We are 
seeing the creation of a New Man. 

Thus said, we arrive at the end of the paradox that is im
plied in the pretense of writing the history of the immedi
ate past. Given the profound transition alive in its breast, 
the history of the immediate past that we propose, if it will 
truly be one, will also be the history of our immediate future. 
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