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tem of comunally-owned agricultura! lands) and of price 
controls on the principal agricultura! products that are 
grown in Mexico. 

But the most closed position is that of the Mexican 
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Sorne Mexican businessmen have openly 
opted for partisan poi itical action 

Businessmen's Gpuncil which is made up of 40 business
men from the principal commercial, industrial and serv
ices businesses in the country. The last two presidents of 
the Business Coordinating Council: Claudia Xavier Gon
zález Laponte, president of the board of directors of Kim
berly Clark of Mexico, and Agustín Legorreta are both 
members of the Mexican Council of Businessmen. 

Thus, in a two-sided game, Mexican businessr 110n 
have seen how sorne colleagues, convinced of the futility 
of acting from the highest level of prívate enterprise, have 
opted for partisan political action. This is the case of 
Manuel Clouthier, PAN's presidential candidate in 1988. 

And behind the scenes, openly distant from Clouthi
er, the big investors maintain close ties with governmen
tal power. 

As magnate Cloy G. Vallinas said years ago. "Oh, the 
state needs our cooperation for development, and it knows 
it, and we could not do anything without their support and 
we know it. .. no government of the Revolution can enter 
into any conflict with modern businessmen ... " O 
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