










SPECIAL SECTION 

of those who inhabit the capital, but in 
the strengthening medium-sized cities. 
In the Mexico City metropolitan area, 
there is still a lack of organizational im
agination necessary to respond to the 
everyday problems of overcrowding. 
lt is necessary to create more oppor
tunities for lite outside of the metropoli
tan zone, but it is also necessary to 
rescue the cohabitation in many urban 
communities throughout Mexico City. 

3. The third point that has been in
fluential in the modification of national 
political life is the confusion between 
the roles of the government and of the 
majority party. On severa! ocassions 1 
have indicated that the majority party's 
evolution from the PRN to the PRM 
and, later to the PRI, demonstrated the 
system's capacity to adapt to changes 
that the same system was promoting. 
In 1985, 1 emphasized the advantages 
of taking a new step forward by 
separating the tasks of the party from 
those of the government. We should 
seek a party in the government, but 
not a party of the government. Con
fronting the crisis, it was evident that 
society would demand renewed 
proposals and that it would be better 
if those proposals arose from the cons
tant mobilization of the party in pow
er. Undoubtedly the extensive and 
intensive political campaign under
taken by the triumphant candidate of 
today, Caries Salinas de Gortari, con
stituted the outlet for that mobilization. 
But I fear that a good part of the elec
torate also hoped for a renewal at ali 
levels of the party, with a clearer sepa
ration of governmental agencies. 

The future is closely linked 
to the success of 

decentralization: its future 
prosperity depends to a 

good measure on the 
autonomous development of 

other regions 

The demand of the party's member
ship was to strengthen the methods and 
structures from below and from within 
the party itself. Their goal was to pre
pare the party in advance in different 
sectors and in state, district, municipal 
and sectional committees for ttie elec
tions. They wanted to strengthen inter
na! democracy and to invigorate true 
militancy. Many advances have been 
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.made in that sense, but much has 
been left behind by the weight of iner
tia. Profound changes are always met 
with equally profound resistance. And 
in this case, in spite of the efforts of na
tional leadership and a good part of 
the members at the grassroots level, 
the dynamic was slower than it 
should have been. The confusion be
tween party and government has not 
been resolved. And before public 
opinion, the PRI bears the weight of 
almost ali its failures and very few of 
its successes. The time for the com
plete transformation of this less than 
virtuous relation was brief and after the 
July 6 elections the time for change 
has been reduced even more. 

4. The desperation of sorne and the
confrontatiohs between different view
points in difficult times for the country 
make the risk of an interna! split fore
seeable. Three years ago I said and 
1 quote to the letter: "Just as Mexico 
is many Mexicos and the Revolution, 
many revolutions, the PRI is many par
ties. Thus democracy is carried out with
in the PRI and then spreads to the 
entire country. And so the PRI will 
have its own interna! opposition. In 
Mexico, the formal opposition still does 
not win the majority. Or, said in another 
way, in Mexico until now the real op

. position has always won. Thus Reyes 
Heroles said that the opposition's vic
tories are more self defeats of the PRI. 
He indicated that from here arises also 
a serious danger: a division. In order 
to avoid them, we always keep in mind 
that the schisms of Almazán and Hen
ríquez were at the point of provoking 
a rupture. They were oppositions that 
sprouted within the party. A heter
ogeneous force, when it is not careful, 
becomes a weakness." Today, unfor
tunately, the consequences of that split 
are evident: the leadership of the se
cond electoral force of the country has 
ar ose from the ranks of the PR l. And 
the risk of further divisions persists. 
The departure of Cuauhtémoc Cárde
nas and of those who followed him did 
not eliminate the possibility of other 
separations. 1 immediately add that 
neither did it annul the party's capaci
ty for cohesion. 

The analysis of the factors which 
have called for change are not ex
hausted in the four points that I have 
commented on. lt is necessary to 
reiterate, on the contrary, the need for 
further reflections to fully analyze 
those transformations which await 

Mexico. But it is appropriate to note, 
 nevertheless, the most evident traits of 
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what could be the beginning of a new 
political era in the country. 

The Perspective from Close-up 

Realistically defining the methods and 
instruments of renewed pluralism will 
have to be a collective task. 1 do not 
claim to know them beforehand. They 
will have to be derived, as I have al
ready said, from dialogue and intelli
gent reconciliation. Nevertheless, it is 
clear that what is beginning to appear 
in the Mexican future is a new 
democratic trilogy. The first signs of its 
shape are already visible: the forma
tion of three strong political options 
that, surely, will be reorganized in light 
of election results. 

lt will be a collective task 
to realistically define the 

method and the necessary 
instruments of renewed 

pluralism 

As a member of the PRI I must be 
concerned primarily with my party. lt 
is necessary to work on its organiza
tion, returning to its origins. lf the PNR 
was born from the union of what was 
dispersed, the PRI now confronts the 
challange of uniting 32 state parties 
into one great national party with a 
solid regional and local support. 
Recognizing the country's diversity, 
the party will be able to undertake the 
principal changes that are needed to 
regain its strength. lt is necessary to 
rebuild the PRI from its foundations, 
from the sectors, in a simple and yet 
at the same time difficult move: the 
democratic selection of leaders and 
candidates. Consultation with the 
bases, a method already successfully 
employed in certain local elections, has 
to return to be an everyday task at all 
levels. With this sole decision, it will be 
possible to maintain the entire party 
structure in constan! activity, to revital
ize the interna! consensus and above

all, to recuperate the indisputable 
leadership in each state and in the 
country as a whole. 

lt has been said that this method is 
opposed to the apparent rigidity of the 
sectors, that is to say, of the "cor
porate" part of the PRI. 1 think that the 
opposite is the case: party sectors are 
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exist, do not totally disqualify the en-· 
tire process. Even where sufficient evi
dence supporting inconformities 
exists, we will be talking about only 
parts of the process which in no way 
should be carried to hasty generaliza
tions nor to preconceived judgments. 
Who should come out ahead in this 
process are the Mexican people. 

The attitude of sorne representa
tives of the foreign press, on the other 
hand, is not surprising. 1 avoid, natur
ally, falling into generalizations, of 
which I disapprove. There are objec
tive serious correspondents who fulfill 
their job of collecting information with 
professionalism, but how many times 
have other special correspondents 
predicted the beginning of an armed 
revolt in Mexico?· How many times 
have they come in search of alarming 
news? How many times have they 
come out with incomplete versions of 
stories? lt is not unusual, then, that the 
possibility of announcing a great elec
toral fraud attracted them. Separate 
mention, however, should be made of 

the Spanish press. lts growing interest 
in the situation in Mexico speaks well 
far the identity that joins us with Spain. 
But the anxiousness with which they 
view our democracy merits special at
tention. Perhaps they do not know the 
difficulties that people must face to 
peacefully move from one political sys
tem with deep roots to another, more 
dynamic, more open, more pluralistic 
one. 1 do not claim to compare the 
Spain of Franco with Mexico in transi
tion: we ali know that. our post
Revolutionary system has always 
renounced the dictatorial temptation, 
but the transition toward a strength
ened democracy is, for any people, a 
challenge that takes time. Our friends 
in Spain and in the world can consider
ably help us if they understand July 6 
with objectivity and they recognize the 
efforts that we as Mexicans are mak
ing to transform our political system 
without altering social stability. 

The coming days will be a 
challenge to Mexico's capacity far 
adaptation in confronting entirely new 

situations. We ali have to learn quick
ly and collaborate in the full emer
gence of a new political culture. The 
challenge is of enormous proportions, 
because although it has begun due to 
partisan questions, it cannot be 
reduced solely to this leve!. lt encom
passes much more than this. Society 
as a whole must adapt itself to the 
new ways of carrying out and under
standing politics. We must break with 
old methods which over time have 
turned into custom. Democracy, a 
statement which must be repeated as 
many times as necessary, is way of lite 
that begins in the elections but must 
later reach all levels of social life. The 
media, universities, businesses, un
ions, civil associations, rural organiza
tions, and the life of the entire country 
will be reasons far changes in this step 
toward democratic renovation. Moder
nization necessitates a change in men
talities. As Mexicans, we must adapt 
ourselves to the new historical position 
that we ourselves have put into motion. 
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