








will surely resolve with a politically 
realistic and moral decision to vote far 
the truth. 

On the other hand, the basis of the 
opposition must be the law, and if the 
law cannot prove "macrofraud," then � is 
necessary to support with all ffrmness 
the electoral result, whatever it may be, 
without claiming irregularities that can
not be proven. But far this to occur, the 
first step must be taken by the govern
ment, and the final decision-a con
stitutional one-lies with the Congress. 
The política! decision to not hide the 
voting results from 24,642 polling 
places lies with the president who 
continues to be Miguel de la Madrid 
Hurtado. He is the one-perhaps the 
last president of an institutional 
presidentialist regime-who must 
make the necessary decisions to pro
vide his successor government with a 
legitimacy. lf he fails to do so, he will 
leave the country in a position of ex
treme weakness and instability. The 
last act of a president who has done 
everything in his power to end the 
farmer political system and initiate a 
system of political parties should con
sist of facilitating in every way possi
ble a process by which the truth about 
who won can be known. lt is true that 
the president to a certain degree 
reflects national and transnational 
forces and that he chooses within this 
context. But he does choose.

The obstacles to a policy of cansen
sus begin with the obstacles which do 
not permit public accounting of the 
electoral process. lf the electoral 
process can be cleared up and the 
necessary decisions are made about 
effective suffrage, a new political 
process can be initiated, though not 
without sorne difficulty, especially in a 
country like ours on the capitalist 
periphery. Here, Legorreta's 300 bus-
iness leaders and other national, po
lítica! and foreign businessmen are 
use to the idea that doing business 
in Mexico consists of looting Montezu
ma' s treasure, domínate the people 
through force and exploit them with 
myths and inflation without a thought 
about hunger, disease, crime and the 
lack of schools and housing. AII so that 
they can keep their well-earned in
come and send the indispensable 
"quinto" to the king or the "half" to 
the lnternational Monetary Fund. Many 
of them are pressuring publicly far the 
continuation and the accentuation of 
the speculative, monetarist policies 
that have permitted them to prosper so 
well in the past years. And they are 

prepared to throw the blame of the 
"possible fall of Salinas" on the "cor
ruption of the PRl-government." Their 
idea, of course, is to accept a South 
American-style policy of repressive loot
i ng in whic-h they already know how to 
give greater strength to the rightist cur
rents in the army. They imagine that 
a forceful government will have to rule 
far a brief period with a civilian head 
of state, then with a military head far 
a longer period. 

In order to legitimize this 
government it is absolutely 

necessary to deliver and 
analyze all polling 

affidavits 

Among the indoctrinated, neoliber
al, "política!" businessmen, there are 
those who are well acquainted with the 
politics of destabilization. They are 
both psychologically and ideological
ly prepared to back up any destabiliz
ing measure that would frustrate a 
popular, democratic triumph, includ
ing the use of ultraleftist provocateurs 
who cal! far a takeover of the National 
Palace-a similar cal! could be heard 
among such provocateurs when 
Cárdenas held a rally in the Zócalo in 
July. The extreme right wing is ready 
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far anything and could play the role of 
provocateur to a frustrated people 
whose standards of living have fallen 
dramatically in this six year period. 

A national, social and democratic 
policy will only come about if the peo
ple who drew up Salinas de Gortari's 
famous Chalco speech do what the 
candidate offered there. They will have 
to respect the will of the people as ex
presed in the ballot boxes without en
gaging in tricks or deals and they wiTI

have to work, with the FON, in or out
side the government to draw up ap
propriate policies far food, clothing, 
schools, health care, and housing for 
the great majority of Mexicans. This is 
of the utmost importance and can only 
come from an official sphere capable 
of recognizing that it is living in a new 
nation in which the opposition can 
enter government through the elector
al process. 

lt is true that only an organized 
populace can make democracy tri
umph. But the responce of the govern
ment is also essential. 

For the time being, just as in Brazil, 
the people shouted "Direct elections 
now!", now in Mexico we must shout 
"The election affidavits now!" We are 
talking about a mínimum demand 
whose benefits far the whole country 
could well be optimum. To comply 
with this demand would be to comply 
with the Federal Electoral Code and 
with the rule of law. □
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