












Most politicians who supported 
anticlerical legislation sent their children 

to Catholic schools that by law should 
never have existed 

which prohibited religious education in the schools was 
enforced without concessions. Government inspectors 
made unannounced visits to the Catholic schools and 
fined those which broke the law. 

Towards a Pacific Co-existence 

From 1940 on there was a slow warming process in the 
relations between Church and State. President Manuel 
Avila Camacho declared publicly that he was a believer, 
and President Miguel Alemán Valdés maintained a semi
public personal friendship during his administration 
(1946-1952) with the Archbishop of Mexico, Luis María 
Martínez, who had participated in the agreement of 1929. 
Relations with the Church slowly improved, without actual 
changes in legislation. 

The anti-communist campaign resulting from the Mc
Carthyism ofthe fifties resurfaced in thesixties in fanatical 
uprisings which aimed to crush those arguments that 
were less than reactionary. Since the Vatican II and its 
theology did not comply with these requirements, ex
treme fanatics became enemies of the Pope and of those 
bishops whÓ had participated in the concíliate. The 
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Archbishop of Mexico, Miguel Darío Miranda, perceiving 
the dangerous nature of these groups, called them to 
order. 

Legislation Follows Practice 

The relations between Church and State underwent 
profound changas when President Luis Echeverría Al
varez visited Pope Paul VI in 197 4 in a private meetingthat 
lasted 50 minutes and about which there is no official 
information. Paul VI wanted to visit Mexico for the Second 
Meeting of the Latin American Episcopate (CELAM), but 
death surprised him, and his successor as well, and it was 
John Paul II who visitad Mexico in 1979. 

From that moment, the apostolic delgate, Jeronimo 
Prigione has made public his desire to establish 
diplomatic relations between Church and State. Since the 
papal visit was used by the party in power to strengthen 
its position, sorne editorialists expressec:t the fear that the 
visit of Pope John Paul 11 in May of 1990 would aim to 
establish relations which the Mexican Republic had never 
maintained before. But the farewell discourse of the 
Foreign Relations Secretary, Fernando Solana, made 
clear that these matters would be dealt with in Mexico 
through the appropriate channels and within the Mexican 
judicial tradition. 

The number of Catholics has decreased in the last 
decade (1980-1990), but the Catholic Church is still the 
majority religious group and the Mexican government 
must accept dialogue with it in the search for the place 
which religion will ocupy in the social and political life of 
the country. ■
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