




FEATURES 

Sorne of the Pope's messages produced a controver
sy. In Veracruz and Aguascalientes, the Pope stated that 
"a new perspective pf contacts between the Church and 
the political community of this country is being formed in 
our days". (unomásuno, May 9, 1990). He also said that 
the Gospel should be the norm in politics, culture and 
education. He condemned ''false leaders" who serve 
"strange ideologies". At the same time the Pope criticized 
religious minorities protected in Mexico by the Constitu
tion. Lastly, he made a call to change secular education, 
"opening it to the message of Christ". Toe most radical 
case of opposition to this was that of members of the 
Mexico City Assembly .from the oppostion parties - the 
Popular Socialist Party (PPS), the Workers' Revolutionary 
Party (PRT) and the Party of the Cardenist Front for 
National Reconstruction (PFCRN). These people wanted 
to apply Article 33 of the Constitution (which imposes 
sanctions on foreigners) to the Pope for interfering in 
"affairs that only concern Mexicans" ( unomásuno, May 9, · 
1990). 

Toe present situation appears to be a ''frozen" and 
confusing one. Spokespersons from the Government 

have made statements that there will be no changes in the 
Constitution. On the other hand, members of the opposi
tion have asked that negotiations be taken out trom be
hind the screens and that the public be given information. 
In this state of uncertainty the farewell speech of the 
Minister of Foreign Relations, Fernando Solana Morales 
(in representation of President Salinas) to PopeJohn Paul 
11 was surprising. He categorically stated that "We will 
continue to make the fundamental decisions of our 
country within the framework of freedom based on our 
historical experience, on our national principies and on 
our future projects ... Please take with you the conviction 
that this Mexican treedom will prevail and that Mexico's 
joy and spirit will be two of the strengths that will continue 
to encourage our performance in trying to be more fair 
and just" (B Nacional, May 14, 1990). 

VVhat does this mean? Is it only a tactical retreat of the 
government? lt appears that the visit left both rivals 
(Church and State) exhausted, since there seems to be a 
period of "repose" at the moment. However, this calm, as 
that of the eye of the hurricane, may be misleading. ■
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