




FEATURES 

Catholic renewal and the North American sects: includ
ing an emphasis on the Pentecost and in the charisma 
of the Holy Spirit, the use of unknown tangues, and the 
religious miracle cures such as the laying on of hands. 
The fervor and methodology are similar to gospel dis
semination. 

"To preach in public and to give_testimony of faith, the 
practice of sorne sects, is something that the Catholic 
Church should emulate. What we lack is a practica! 
methodology on how to do things, how to preach the 
gospel" 1 Prado says. 

Another project very linked to Evangelization 2000 but 
based in the United States is Light 2000, which has 
established direct contact with the Summer lnstitute of 
Linguistics so that they may be taught the best means to 
conduct proselytizing campaigns in Latin America. They 
use the same methods that they have criticized and have 
used as an argument to expel others from Mexico. 

The Government's Position 

1 n view of this complex phenomenon of the advance of 
new religions and the stagnation or regression of the 
traditional ones, the Mexican governmeht has only acted 
as a spectator. 

The declarations of Jorge Moreno Collado, govern
ment d irector of the Government Ministry in the 
newspaper unomásuno on March 26 of this year were 
the following: "Paradoxically, we cannot make them ap
pear evil even though sorne of them infringe on certain 
norms of convenience - such as Jehovah's Witnesses; 
the sects or religious movements can also aid in a more 
dynamic education of the people, to make them less 
conformisL .lt is preferable to have an excess of freedom 
in beliefs than any authoritarian determination. Toe con
flicts can be resolved by the sensible application of the 
law ... lt is important to gain ground against ignorance, but 
by no means does the government assume a persecu
tion posture, because that would be a return to bar
barism, a situation we are far from accepting. 11 

Everything makes us suppose that Mexico will con
tinue to be a most fertile country for the development of 
new religious trends that continue to gain ground at the 
cost of the traditional religions. 

Certainly not even the pressure recently applied by 
the Catholic Church to· modify the Constitution on its 
behalf, with the intent to recover the terms of power, will 
impede its regression. lt is probable that by the 2000th 
birthday of the Catholic Church, the prediction that it will 
be a minority will be fulfilled, at least in Mexico. ■
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