










GraduatReplacement ofTreea 

The green leaves of a plant consumecarb
on dioxide and produce oxygen, filter air 
and water, and absorb dust, while the 
trunks, branches and leaves of trees can 
absorb heavy metals such as lead. The 
capacity of plants to do this varies accord
ing to the species, its age and the health 
of the tree; deciduous trees can only filter 
and absorb dust during the summer, but 
their advantage lies precisely in that each 
spring they have fresh new leaves ready 
to absorb the summer's dust and carbon 
dioxicle. 

But it is in winter when Mexico City ex
periences its most dramatic pollution 
problems; evergreen trees are therefore 
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necessary to  filter pol lutants in this 
season, but they will obviously suffer 
deterioration. Mr. Barradas has found that 
the maximum photosynthesis of a silver fir 
is reached at its 30 years, after this, its 
production of oxygen diminishes, as well 
as its utility in aiding Mexico City residents 
to breathe better air. Barradas recom
mends - a little sadly and ironically, be
cause this recommendation implies a 
utilitarian viewpoint of the former "sacred 
groves• of ancient trees - "it appears that 
the most sensible thing to do is to replace 
old trees little by little and systematically, 
and thus the city could become a source 
of timber and at the same time provide us 
· with the maximum amount of oxygen pos
sible".

Mexico City authorities carried out a
reforestation program in June, providing
one million trees which were planted and
are to be cared for by citizens. The pr�
gram was entitled • A treefor every family". ■
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