








CULTURE 

come from the same culture, are factors 
which increase confidence in the heal
ing process, along with the prompt diag
nosis without the complication of 
technological apparatus. Medical 
hospitalization is a feared event among 
these social groups, where people try to 
attend their diseases within the family, 
which represents the main area of social 
relations. 

Toe altitudes and advice of western 
medica! prc,1ctitioners, part of a clearly 
defined different and opposing cultural 
system, enter into conflict with ,the so-

cial norms and cultural valucs of these 
patients, who prefer to find heallh treat
ment within their known ideological 
parameters. 

There are various reasons which 
motivate p a tients to lo ok for the 
spiritualist healer: such as those who 
fe el a r ea l  avers ion for modern 
medicine or who have been dcclared 
beyond recovery in that system, and 

The power to prevent acts by 
negative spirits is acquired 

with spiritual evolution 
through religious practice and 

with the appointment of 
protector spirits granted by 

the divinity 

those who seek health care in both 
modero scientific methods and in the 
hands of the spiritualist healcrs, dis
criminating between those ills which 
can be treated in one system or the 
o t h e r .  The  p r e fe r en c e  fo r t h e
spiritualist type of healing is more of
cultural than economic origin, although
the lower cost of the consultation and
medicine is not an insignificant factor.

In the range of alternative methods of 
health care, spiritualist healing is lo
cated in the opposing camp to modern 
medica! science, which is considered 
"materialist", profane and false, while 
the spiritualist healing system is seen to 
be sacred and "true", and therefore 
worth a great deal more in the religious 
cosmovision of its participants. 

It is important to underline that the 
sector where these healing processes 
are used, is constantly growing, and 
consists of people who, for economic, 
social and cultural reasons, do not have 
access to medical science. Toe concept 
of a real social medicine has to consider 
the study of these elements so as to take 
its action to those parts of the popula
tion which have been marginated from 
its benefits, but this will only occur when 
modern medicine no longer represents 
a mechanism of  id eo lo gica l and  
economic domination at the service of 
the dominating class. ■
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