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Our voice 

nvironmental destruction is a worldwide 
problem. We must preserve the breath of life on 
the only known inhabited planet in the immensity 
of the universe. 

Industrialized civilization has recently stepped 
up its plundering of air, sea and land. We are in 
serious danger offorever extinguishing species 
whose life is part of our planet's marvelous 
ecological balance. 

Recommendations by well-known experts 
appear in this issue asking heads of state for 
policies aimed at protecting the environment. No 
one except human beings, conscious of their 
responsibility, can take charge of protecting their 
common heritage. We must prevent destruction 
caused by egotistical over-exploitation of 
resources without thought of the future. 

At Sian Ka'an, in the State of Quintana Roo 
in southern Mexico, there is a model nature 
reserve which has been declared part of the 
planet's human heritage. Our National University 
is part of this effort, as we report in these pages. 

The remarkable Cacaxtla murals in the State 
of Tlaxcala, more than a thousand years old, 
appear in this issue as another contribution to 
the knowledge of the roots of our indigenous 
history. Native Mexican culture surprised the 
conquistadors, and it is still alive in our mestizo 
country. Mayan civilization shone in 
Mesoamerica as one of the most outstanding on 

the continent, even before the Europeans arrived 
Research on the Maya has reached universal 
proportions. They have been studied by important 
archaeologists and historian from various 
countries, forming a well-known group of 
"Mayologists," to whom we owe our knowledge 
of the "Athens ofAmerica." The review published 
here concerns foreign contributions to research 
on the Maya, added to that of our own specialists. 

Continuing our list of important museums, 
we now present one in Monterrey, capital of 
Nuevo León, a state that borders on the United 
States. Our visitors will savor there the special 
wealth of our past. 

Difficult negotiations led to the process for 
peace in El Salvador. In historic Chapultepec 
Castle in Mexico City, witness to great events of 
the past, the Secretaries General of the UN and 
of the OAS, representatives of member states on 
this continent and of Spain, signed the foundation 
for a peaceful coexistence in El Salvador and for 
the repudiation of war in January of 1992. 

Bellicose attitudes were again shown to be 
useless and destructive. The only things fashioned 
are death, misery and destruction. In contrast, 
this reasonable and attainable agreement is a 
sure guide to peace and harinony. 

Articles included in this issue, as in the last 
one, focus on commentary about the future of a 
globalized world. When common interests 
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coincide among several nations they are 
identified with goals that benefit everyone. 
While unified progress prevails, groups of 

freely associated states will carry on a common 
endeavor, because it will surpass individual 
efforts. If the price is too high, such associations 
of states will become precarious and will 
dissolve. Meanwhile, the old idea of autocratic 
sovereignty will be modified in favor of higher 
goals that are beneficial to all. This is the world 
we live in. 

The North American Free Trade Agreement 
under study between Canada, the United States 
and Mexico, must prove that it can yield common 
benefits; the only way it can becoine permanent. 
We will achieve an active econoinic relationship 
on the continent through dynatnic inodern 
developinent that respects sovereignty. 

Music is an important part of our culture. 
This issue continues with the history of music in 
the Metropolitan Cathedral. As in all aspects of 
art, the European inodels that arrived via Spain 
were modified by the artistic talents of native 
Mexicans 

Hugo B. Margáin 
Editorial Director 


