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Our voice

I n this issue we will visit the Viceregal museum | behavior so often due to reprehensible economic

housed in the convent of Tepozotlan. Mexico motives, they proposed worldwide efforts to save
formed part of the Spanish empire for three our planet. No wonder Goethe said “The gods
centuries (1521-1821) a period that left indelible | should be feared by the human race!” As shown
evidence of the fusion of two cultures: in “Song of the Fates”, man’s own will has
indigenous Mexican and Spanish that are visible | brought about systematic ecological devastation.
in every expression of human intelligence. The It is humanity that has destroyed the only planet
indigenous cultures are interwoven with the known to sustain life.
European via Spain, in language, literature, The fifth centennial of Columbus’ first
music and innumerable other expressions, voyage is discussed by one of Mexico’s foremost
including architecture that developed a style thinkers, Leopoldo Zea, who has dedicated his
exclusive to Mexico called the indigenous ultra- | life to studying Latin American history.
baroque. Mexico belongs to these great cultures The distinguished Chinese statesman, Huang
and preserves them both. Hua, refers to his country’s viewpoint regarding
Contemporary problems of sovereignty in a the birth of a new world order. Our magazine
globalized world are the subject of several closes a cycle with his article. Pierre Elliot
articles. Nineteenth century sovereignty is quite | Trudeau, of our continent, contributed to the first
unlike the sovereignty of our day, due to world issue of our new era (Number 17); Valery
problems that overflow national borders. The Giscard D Estaing, a prominent European, in
latest book from the Club of Rome, The first issue 18; Olusegun Obasanjo, of Africa, gave his
global revolution, by Alexander King and opinion on the movement toward world
Bertrand Schneider, emphasizes our enormous globalization in issue 20. In this issue we have
global problems. Their magnitude was unknown | an intellectual and politician from Asia. The
to national governments and international National University of Mexico reaffirms its
organizations in the past, requiring that both universal vocation, a sign of the times, while
change in order to confront them. Preservation | defending the national image.
of the environment requires an organized, Preliminary negotiations for the Free Trade
scientific approach by all countries. The Agreement between Mexico, the United States
beginning of disarmament reveals the possibility | and Canada have recently concluded. This
of solutions to global problems and of support historic measure, leading to the creation of the
for the development of economically world’s largest market, has been discussed by
disadvantaged populations. experts in number of articles. The current state
The gathering of numerous heads of state at | of the NAFTA process is included in this issue.
the Rio Summit was aimed at worldwide The USSR was unable to celebrate the 70th

ecological defense. Worried by man’s predatory | anniversary of Lenin’s accomplishment. This
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great power disintegrated at the beginning of the
year. An account of its 60th anniversary in
December 1982 bears witness to one of its last
celebrations in history.

November 20, 1992, will mark the fortieth
anniversary of the University City campus, built
to house the National University of Mexico,
where education and research continue their
lofty purpose of contributing to the nation’s
progress. The University is a descendant of the
Royal and Pontifical University of New Spain
Sfounded in 1551, thirty years after Tenochtitlan
was seized by Cortés’ troops. The University
was the result of the colony’s first Archbishop,
Friar Juan de Zumarraga’s efforts as a teacher,
and the support of its first Viceroy, Don Antonio
de Mendoza.

Nowadays, the University is autonomous; no
authority outside the University is allowed to
interfere in its decisions. It enjoys complete
academic freedom; any doctrine may be taught,
meaning that it is open to every current of
domestic and universal thought. The University’s
Jfine buildings and beautiful surroundings provide
an appropriate setting for its vital mission. The
issue ends with an account written by one of its
architects, of the extraordinary efforts involved in
building the University City campus ¥

Hugo B. Margéin

Editorial Director.
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