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Our Voice

e are on the verge of the twenty-first

century and the bipolar world has dis-

appeared. The United States has assumed

a leading role in structuring a new world
order. Yet it seems it needs its own restructuring first.
They can still change the agenda, but unfortunately in
their 1996 election, they seem to be guided more by
petty interests and nationalist excesses than by the long-
term goal of a better world order.

Economic globalization and the resulting restructuring
has brought uncertainty. This is fertile soil for distrust and
resentment. It is not just a matter of unemployment but of
constantly changing jobs and lower wages. Tuwo types of dis-
course can emerge from it: one of hate, closed markets and
absurd nostalgia for something that perhaps never existed or
a discourse of hope, open markets and a sense of positive
transition that challenges all previous understanding.

It is true that progress, development and the mar-
ket have not brought all the dreams that we had hoped
for, but, to our benefit, some negative effects have been
tempered and a sense of new possibilities has been rein-
troduced such as the ones provided by the rational part
of the environmental movement.

Mexico is undergoing its own changes, politically as
well as economically. Jorge Dominguez and James A.
McCann, based on different electoral surveys, show that
Mexicans are ready for political change and aspire to
greater democracy. They also point out that —contrary to
what most people might believe— authoritarianism is not
distinctive of a single party, but thas there have been dem-
ocrats and authoritarians across the spectrum of Mexico’s
system of political parties. They mention party member-

ship or partisan identification as the most important
variable to explain the vote since the 1988 elections.

Luis Rubio deals with what he calls ‘the small revo-
lution” operating in Mexico. Political decentralization, the
strengthening of institutions and the establishment of the rule
of law are being astempted, while economic recovery, based
on increased domestic savings and a lower debt is being
sought. Striving for all these goals at the same time is not easy
and President Zedillo has a difficult task before him.

Axel Ramirez explains the dilemma of Mexican
migrants: assimilating into the new Anglo-Saxon culture
or keeping their Mexican culture in the hope that if they
remigrate to their homeland they will be accepted back.

Mexico’s achievements go beyond economics and
politics. Contemporary as well as pre-Columbian art and
culture are presented in this issue.

Beyond his great paintings is an enigmatic man. We
are proud to present an interview with Rafael Cauduro,
one of the greatest Mexican painters of our time. Disci-
pline, imagination, spiritual enhancement and long
hours of work come together to give us a special pictorial
gift that enriches our world.

Then, we are taken back hundreds of years by Eduardo
Matos' “The Maker of Gods,” in which he explains how
duality was a central theme of Mesoamerican mytholo-
gy and puts the different images of indigenous deities
into context, providing us with a fascinating picture of the
relationship between pre-Hispanic man and his gods.

Paco Ignacio Taibo takes us back poetically to the
origins of one of Mexico’s most typical dishes: mole. A unique
combination of Spanish and indigenous culinary art.
He even gives us a special recipe for this delicacy.



Two years after its implementation, the free trade
agreement’s benefits and setbacks are being evaluated.
Jaime Zabludowsky tells us how despite Mexico’s economic
crists, the benefits of this trade agreement can be felt in
the three North American countries. NAFTA promotes coop-
eration among the United States, Canada and Mexico
and establishes a framework to promote joint produc-
tion ventures, job creation and world competitiveness.

Nevertheless, Remedios Gémez Arnau calls attention
to the fact that Mexico is treated with prejudice, partic-
ularly by certain groups and indsviduals seeking to
advance their own agenda. She maintains that the
United States analizes events in Mexico and
Canada from different viewpoins
and gives them differential
treatment, which might
affect the overall relation-
ship among the three partners.

The eternal splendor of
Mexico can be appreciated
in its buildings. Architect
Pedro Ramirez Vizquez
delves into the mixture of
Islamic, Spanish and indige-
nous culture found in Mex-
icos most beautiful con-
structions. This play of ar-
chitectural elements enrich-
es universal culture.

Rita Eder refers 1o the great spectrum of
muralist painting with pre-Columbian elements,
where the great muralists give shape to their differ-
ent conceptions of the indigenous world,

Mexico City is known as “The City of Palaces.” Dolores
Béistegui and Jaime Abundis take us through the past of
one of the Historic Center’s most majestic buildings, Old
San Ildefonso College. The construction is now a museum,
housing splendid examples of Mexican art.

The results of the recent plebiscite held in Canada over
the issue of the separation of Quebec were not at all defin-
itive. In a very interesting essay, Jean Frangois Prud homme
explains that the relationship between Quebec and the
Canadian federation is still unresolved, at the same time

that he expresses admiration for the ability of Canadian
institutions to deal with such a delicate situation.
With a sip of a tasty cup of chocolate, writer Laura
Esquivel takes us back through history to the colonial period,
In Memoriam pays tribute to writer Juan Vicente
Melo and architect Augusto Alvarez. Melo made a great
contribution to Mexican literature, while Alvarez left us
a rich cultural legacy of architecture.
Voices of Mexico visits two museums. First, Jutta
Riitz takes us for a walk through the history, architec-
ture and rooms of the Modern Art Museum, an
exceptional space for art in the heart of Chapultepec.
Then we invite you to the Siqueiros Poly-
forum where the majestic work
of one of Mexicos greatest
muralists, David Alfaro Si-
queiros, can be admired,

The free trade agreement
has brought unintended

benefits and costs; one
Sruitful area is what we
might call “cross-border social
Pphilanthropy,” through which
Mexico, the United States
and Canada have worked
Jointly for the social welfare

of the whole North Amer-
ican region.

Angeles Espinoza Y ‘glesias
writes about the important place of women,
both in companies and in the home, where they trans-

mit fundamental values to their children to help
them meet responsibility and acquire a favorable
attitude toward excellence.

Finally, this issue includes three interesting reviews:
El Aguila Bicéfala (The Tivo-Headed Eagle), Confe-
siones de Maclovia (Confessions of Maclovia) and Las
formas de nuestras voces: Chicana and Mexicana
Writers in Mexico (The Forms of Our Voices: Chicana
and Mexican Writers in Mexico).
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