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p resident  Clinton was reelected Last November 5, and 

the Democratic Party recovered its ability to occupy 

the Oval Office for two straight terms. On the other 

hand the Republicans were able to retain control of 

both houses of Congress. Obviously, the next four years will bring 

either the U.S. founding fathers' dream or their worst nightmare: 

If President Clinton is able to negotiate properly with Congress, 

and Congress, in turn, acts responsibly, the checks and balances of 

the system may finction in all their splendor with both branches 

of government monitoring each other's activities. If President 

Clinton is notan able negotiator, if Congress is dominated by the 

most conservative wing of the Republican Party or if Clinton can-

not unifi Democratic congressional votes, then there may be a 

gridlock like the one in late 1995. Nevertheless, experience has 

shown that the supposedly great conservative rontract With 

America» revolution lost its momentum precisely when it took such 

a hard line on the budget negotiations, paralyzing decision mak-

ing. For the American people, the Republican-dominated 

Congress carne out the toser, not President Clinton. 

The best thing, then, for both the president and the Congress 

will be to develop jective bipartisan policies to jointly build a 

bridge toward the United States of the twenty-first centwy. 

* * 

This issue of Voices of Mexico covers several topics in its 

Tolitics" section that we think will be of interest to our readers. 

Today in Mexico, voices clamor for the executive to balance its 

prerogatives vis-á-vis the other branches of government; at the 

same time, the disappearance of the exaggerated presidentialism 

that intervenes and imposes its position in everything is feared. 

Fernando Escalante and Juan Molinar discuss the changes and 

possibilities of the executive branch from two different perspec- 

tives, in their analyses of presidentialism in Mexico and its 

recent changes. 

Carlos Martínez Assad explains that in today's Mexico the 

fiercest electoral competition takes place at the municipal level 

In his opinion, the National Action Party strategy has yielded 

important results since they now govern 13 of the 20 most pop-

ulated municipalities in the country. He also emphasizes that 

municipal governments must have sufficient resources iffederal-

ism is to be consolidated. 

José Luis Valdés-Ugalde warns us that democracy is fingile in 

Latin America, stressing the role that the military has played 

and underlining the fact that civilian governments have to deal 

with this voy strong political actor who interferes with democ-

ratic processes. 

Viña del Mar, Chile, hosted the w Iberoamerican Summit of 

Heads ofState and Government in November 1996 This is the sixth 

consecutive year that this kind of high level meeting has been helcZ a 

demonstration both of the good relltions among countries in the 

region and of the democratic advances which allowfizr a more fruit-

fid dialogue. The vi Summit, reviewed in this issue, touched on such 

important topics as governabilior and democracy drug trafficking 

corruption, the fight against poverty and the Helms-Burton Act, 

which was unanimously condemned 

The section '<Science, Art and Culture" continues to bring our 

readers the work of important Mexican painters, both men and 

women. Masks, clolls, cardboard horses and little girls are some of 

the images that María Izquierdo gives us with beautifid brush 

strokes. Teresa del Condes article gives special significante to the 

work of this great Mexican painter. 

Janet Long article explains Mexico contribution to Mediter-

ranean cuisine, delving in great detall into how corra and tomatoes, 

among other products, aided in making their diet more nutritious. 

José Luis Martínez describes the Boturini Collection which includ- 
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ed several pre-Columbian codices fundamental to understanding 

Mocito befire the arrival of the Spanish. 

"The Splendor of Mexico" section is centered on the art and 

culture of indi genous Mexico. 

Amates are part of the spectacular, rich and varied artisan tra-

dition in Mexico. Color, image and texture mix in Mexican in-

di genous artists' work. Jonathan Amith argues that amate paint-

ing is a demonstration of Nahua culture which should no longer 

be considered mere crafis, but great works of art. 

Pedro Tezontémoc fillowed in Antonin Artaud's footsteps 60 

years afier the French intellectual walked the Tarahumara Moun-

tains. Like his predecessor, Tezontémoc captures the enigmatic beau-

ty of the Tarahumara indians in fantastic photographs which we 

present here together with bis article reflecting on art and life. 

Maricela González Cruz details the mastery of woodworking 

from Apaseo el Alto. Raúl Valadez Azúa's description of the cul-

tural and ritual importance of some of the birds in pre-Hispanic 

Mexico allows us to better imagine that world. 

Wars and regional conflicts bring about violations of human 

rights, threatening the spirit of the UN's Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights. Lilian Alvarez de Testa describes the results ofmeet-

ings which aim to give new vigor, definition and specific tactics in 

Latín America to the protection of human rights. This article 

begins our "Socieol" section, which deals with contemporary issues. 

The social fabric of many countries is prey to the problem of 

narcotics. A voy complex system of power, corruption and money 

permeates many countries. María Celia Toro analyzes the inner-

workings of just such an intricate structure to go deeply into the 

strategies Mexico has developed to face this problem, which taints 

its relations with the United States. 

In the economy, the energy sector has dominated national 

debate. We have included a key speech by Energy Minister Jesús 

Reyes Heroles, in which he lays out the new strategy for develop-

ing petrochemicals. Víctor Rodríguez and Rosío Vargas center their 

contribution on the modernization of the gas industry. 

In her article "Maquikdoras and Free Trade," Monica 

Gambrill explains how U.S. protectionist tariffi have limited man-

ufacture in maquiladoras almost exclusively to assembly work, cre-

ating its corollaries, an unskilled work force and low wages. 

Gambrill suggests that for both Mexico and the United States to 

really benefit from the free trade agreement, wages must rise and 

Mexican domestically produced intermediary goods be integrated 

into manufacturing in the maquiladoras. 

In our "Canadian Issues" section, Mexico Ambassador to Ca-

nada Sandra Fuentes uses a historic analysis to go into current re-

lations between Mexico and Canada. She considers that the sign-

ing ofthe trilateralfiee trade agreement introduced great dynamism 

into the trade, political and social reiations between both nations. 

In the "Literature" section, we present two examples of Mex-

ican novel writing. 

Sensuality, secrecy and psychology interact strangely in an 

ephemeral relationship described by Jorge Volpi, one of our 

young Mexican novelists who has ventured to break with tradi-

tional narrativa. In this issue, we share with our readers a chap-

ter of his novel Temperamento melancólico (Melancholic 

Temperament). 

One cannot but take the time to delight in the intermin-

gling of words that describe Fatma, the fascinating character 

created by the talented Mexican author Alberto Ruy Sánchez 

in "The Hand," a chapter of his novel Mogador. Los nom-

bres del aire (Mogador. The Names of the Air). 

Rafael Fernández de Castro takes up the recent U.S. elections 

in our "United States Affairs" section. He argues that President 

Clinton's main challenge is giving "both the militias and the 

ethnic and religious fiendamentalists their place" in the political 

life of the nation. He also states that the one-hundred-and-fifih 

Congress will intervene more in the bilateral relations between 

Mexico and the United States because of mechanisms like the 

certification of the anti-drug trafficking efforts, the report on 

human rights and the evaluation of NAFTA implementation. 

Our "Ecology" section continues to present the richness of 

Mexico's flora and fauna: Salvador Arias Montes writes about 

the great varia), of cacti in Mexico and the economic and cul-

tural benefits accruedfrom these surprising plants. 

Xcaret, an ecological park in the state of Quintana Roo, is a 

wonderfid comer of Mexico where visitors can enjoy ruin, sea, 

flora and fauna. With this article, Voices of Mexico gives our 

readers a glimpse of our country's great natural beauty. 

This time in "Museums," we invite you to visit the Museum of 

Mexican Medicine, located in a spectacular colonial building in 

downtown Mexico City. Its different rooms, with its especially 

important exhibit of traditional herbal treatments, take us 

through the history of Mexican medicine. 

Paz Consuelo Márquez Padilla 

Editorial Director 
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