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Equity and Gender Commission, through
the exccutive branch, has already been
able to organize and present a bill on pre-
venting domestic violence, the approval
of which represents a significant trans{or-
mation of official thinking on the ques-
tion. But perhaps the commission’s most
important impact in the medium and
long terms will be related to something that
although subtle. is no less decisive in chang-
ing the cultural mores that favor gender
inequality: a gradual sensitization of Mex-
ico's political class as to the seriousness
and importance of this kind of inequality.

In this way, despite the gravity ol the
social effects (not to mention the ethical,
political and cultural effects) of women's
subordination in Mexico. the future of the
fight against inequality has never looked
as promising. This docs not imply, of

course, that simple solutions or immedi-
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ate results are in the offing. Undoubtedly,
any process leading to a change in society's
perception of the relationship between
men and svomen making them more equal
in all aspects of life directly affects dis-
criminatory practices.

The unprecedented media attention
given to the celebration of International
Women's Day in 1999 is a good example of
how society's way of looking at women's
subordination has begun to change. At lcast
—and this is no small thing in this country—
it has begun to be perceived by some sectors
as a social problem that should be given con-
sideration other than just misogynist jokes
and consenvative protests about the dam-

age feminism does to Family unity, KM
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I'See 1he following sources. amang others, for
the data presented in the following paragraph:

V. Maqueira and ML), Vara, Género, clase y
etnia en los amevos procesns de globalizacion
(Madrid Instituto Universitario de Estudios de
la Mujer. Universidad Autonoma de NMadrid.
1997 GINTRAP, Lus mujeres en la pobreza (Nex-
ico City: Ll Colegio de México, 1994): “Discu-
sion parlamentaria en torno a li creacion de
una comision de equidad y género.” Dirio de
Debutes (Nexico City: Camara de Diputados
del Congreso de la Union, Poder Legislativo
Federal 1xn Legislatura, 24 September 1997).
Ma. Luisa Gonzdles Marin, comp.. Mitos y rea-
lidades del mundo leboral y familiar de las mi-
jeres mexicanas (Mexico City: Siglo \\1and the
UNAM Institutn de Investigaciones -stéticas.
19961,

2 This is hecause housewurk is not considered
work, but a nutural. essentially feminine activi-
ty that creates no prestige, recognition or pav.
See Mercedes Barquet, "Condicionantes de
génery sobre lu pobreza de las mujeres,” Gins-
TRAP, Las mujeres en la pobreza { Mexico City. EI
Colegio de México, 19941, pp. 73-8Y.

3 Reglamento interna de la Secretaria de Go-
hernacién. Diario oficial de la Federacion \Nex-
i City, 21 August 1998).





