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like Rosalba in them. At work I often
waited on some girl who looked slightly
like her, and T would be nasty, I would
invent obstacles, look for some way to
humiliate her in front of the other
employees so I could feel, “Tm getting
back at Rosalba.”

You will ask me, Father, what Rosalba
ever did to me. Nothing, really, as far as
I can see. That was the worst thing, what
made me the angriest. Remember,

Father, she was always good and kind to

me. But she ruined my life, she made me
less just by existing, by being so beauti-
ful, so rich, so everything.

I know what hell must be like, Father.
But, even so, people always get what's
coming. That meeting must have been
in 1946. So then I've waited a quarter of
a century. And finally, Father, this morn-
ing I saw her on the corner of Madero
and Palma. At first she was far off, but
then I saw her up close. You wouldn’t

believe the sight, Father! that wonderful

body, face, legs, eyes, hair, were lost for-
ever in a tub of lard, bags, spots, wrin-
kles, double chin, varicose veins, gray
hair, make-up, blush, mascara, dentures,
false eyelashes, inch-thick eyeglasses.

I hurriedly went to her and kissed
and embraced her. What had separated
us was past. Everything that came before
didn’t matter now. We would never be
the pretty girl and the ugly one. Now
Rosalba and I are alike. Now old age has
made us the same. hNUM
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